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Israel has no National Rights 

The outrage of world public opinion to the IDF attack on the peace flotilla has once again 
focussed on the extreme behaviour of Israel, labelling it a 'rogue' state, or a fascist' state . The 
problem with this reaction is in the assumption that Israel can be a normal, even a democratic 
state . Yet Israel's very existence originated in terrorism against the Palestinian occupants and 
has fought several wars in which it expanded its occupation to almost all of Palestine . 


Israel cannot be 'democratic 1 or 'fascist' 

Israel claims to be the only 'democracy' in the Middle 
East. Of course that is like saying the Greeks founded 
democracy as the democracy of slave owners. Israel 
conquered, occupied and defends its stolen territory as 



a settler colony backed by British, US imperialism and a 
number of other states. Israeli 'democracy' is reserved 
for the Zionist settler elite and not even extended to 
non-elite Jews, let alone Palestinians living under the 
Zionist occupation. Thus Israel has never been a 
democracy in the bourgeois sense of the word in which 
all citizens are granted formal political equality, 
despite actual class inequalities. In Israel the citizens 
are a Jewish elite made up of all social classes who 
accept the right of the Zionist state to exist in occupied 
Palestine. Such a setter colony founded by force and 
defended by an armed garrison has no need of 
democracy, nor fascism. 

So if you say that Israel is 'fascist' then you create a 
false picture of the Israeli state. You accept implicitly 
that Israel must exist, and that it can be a democracy. 
The bourgeois human rights organisations and pacifist 
left accept this and want us to put moral pressure on 
Israel to conform to UN resolutions and do a 'two state' 
deal. They feel they have the right to insist that Israel 
lives up to international law, but cannot question the 
right of Israel to exist and risk anti-Semitism. But this is 
a reactionary utopia, or dystopia, because the very 
existence of the Israeli state requires a totalitarian 


regime that cannot admit the rights of non-citizens to 
equality inside Israel, let alone the Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Left in the hands of the Zionists 

Calling Israel a rogue state or even a fascist state plays 
directly into the hands of the Zionists because they 
know that behind these charges is the acceptance of 
the right of Israel to exist. It means that the fight for 
Palestinian self-determination must not be at the 
expense of Israel's right to self-determination. This 
acceptance of what is Zionist doctrine is a fatal 
weakness in the workers movement particularly in the 
imperialist countries. It means that any struggle to 
defend the Palestinians is subordinated to the Zionist 
position that Israel has the right to exist. 

Israel's right to exist is deeply entrenched in most of 
the so-called revolutionary left. Here we have a very 
left wing Zionism masquerading as Marxism. The 
Marxism of Lenin and Trotsky is abandoned with mealy 
mouthed phrases. Lenin always recognised the right of 
oppressed nations to self-determination. He supported 
that right when it became a popular demand in order to 
demonstrate that only a workers revolution could win 
independence from the oppressor nation. Trotsky when 
facing the Jewish Question accepted that Jews had the 
right as a people to self-determination. But he and the 



Fourth international rejected the Zionist claim that 
Israel could be the Jewish homeland at the expense of 
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occupying and oppressing the Palestinians. Israel was 
an oppressor state that and could not fulfil the national 
right of Jews to self-determination. It did not have the 
right to exist. 

Fake Trotskyists lie on the national question 

Fake Trotskyist groups like the International Bolshevik 
Tendency (part of the Spartacist 'family') abandon 
Marxism on the national question in Palestine. They say 
that both the oppressor national Israel, and oppressed 
nation Palestine, have national rights. However, not 
until the oppressor Israel stops it’s repression will the 
IBT support its national rights. This cannot happen 
without a socialist revolution and the formation of a bi¬ 
national workers state. In this socialist utopia in the 
future both nationalities can 
then freely determine how 
to exercise their national 
rights up to an including 
separating into two 
territorial states. 

But obliterating the 
distinction between 
oppressor and oppressed 
state that was so central to 
the Leninist/Trotskyist 
position on the national 
question puts a condition on 
the oppressed state. The 
Palestinians cannot "push 
the Israeli's into the sea". 

Palestinians fighting for the 
independence must 
recognise that Jews have a 
right to self-determination 
in Palestine, even though 
the current oppressive 
Zionist state of Israel does 
not express that right. 

This is the complete opposite of the revolutionary 
Marxist position of Lenin and Trotsky. They said that 
the workers in the oppressor state must unconditionally 
recognise the right to self-determination of the 
oppressed peoples. This is the only way to prove that 
they as Israeli workers unreservedly make no claims to 
sovereignty in Palestine and can be trusted as class 
allies of the Palestinian masses. It follows that Israeli 
workers must reject the Zionist claim to any Jewish 
national rights in Palestine even in a future socialist 
Palestine. Only when Israeli workers renounce any 
national claims and fight for a single, secular, socialist 
Palestine can there be working class unity to fight for 
Palestinian self-determination. 

The BDS and victory over apartheid 


The main propaganda task for revolutionaries today is 
to win workers internationally from the Zionist position 
that Israel has the right to exist. This means challenging 
the assumption of the BDS, the reformist consumer 
boycott that tries to pressure the 'rogue' or 'fascist' 
regime to the left to adopt international human rights 
standards and 'democracy'. The fact is that such 
standards do not exist as all Western imperialist powers 
refuse to make Israel recognise UN resolutions. It is a 
reactionary utopia to imagine that imperialism will 
voluntarily abandon its armed gendarme in the Middle 
East in its imperialist war on Terror. 

That is exactly why the more radical wing of liberal 
pacifism has embarked on aid convoys and flotillas. 

They are frustrated by the inaction of their two-faced 

imperialist governments. 

But direct action of this sort 
is still pacifist and designed 
to put popular pressure on 
Israel on the model of the 
boycotts against apartheid 
South Africa. That is why 
the BDS is endorsed by 
Bishop Tutu and the SACP 
who think that boycotts 
helped to end apartheid and 
brought 'democracy' to that 
country. It is a nice story 
because it reinforces the 
myth that democratic 
change can result from 
peaceful mass protests. Yet 
despite the end of the race- 
based apartheid in South 
Africa, the multi-racial and 
multi-class ANC serves as 
the agent of finance 
capitalism and that country 
which remains an oppressed 
semi-colony of imperialism 
with massive and atagonistic 
class differences. A model reactionary utopia. 

For a Single, Secular, Socialist Palestine 

The revolutionary program for Palestine today is to 
reject the right of Israel to exist; to call on Israeli 
workers to join the Palestinean liberation struggle; to 
fight for the right of return; for Palestinean workers to 
hold their own national assembly for a united, free 
Palestine; for Arab Lebanese and Turk workers to form 
military fronts with the Palestinean resistance to break 
down Israels borders; for the workers of the imperialist 
countries and all those who trade with Israel to take 
strike action to halt all trade in military, finance and 
industrial goods and services. 
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For a Socialist Republic of Palestine within a 
Socialist United States of the Middle East. 
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Brief Stuff 


Wairoa — meat workers under 
attack 

Capitalist freezing works Affco has effectively locked 
out meat workers early at the Wairoa works. Sheep 
chains, which usually continue processing until 
September, have been threatened with early closure 
and the night shift is locked out already. 

Day shift workers had been given ultimatum to increase 
workload (process more meat) and lose their overtime, 
or face shutdown early (essentially being locked out of 
their jobs). We heard the employer has threatened that 
workers showing any fight back would never work there 
again. First Affco laid-off 70 workers; then they locked 
out the last 130 from the 
sheep meat chain. Only 
about 100 jobs remain on 
the beef chain. 

The union leadership fails 
to lead a fight against this 
rotten capitalist attack. 

They say Affco’s 
ultimatum given to the 
workers was a breach of 
the workers' contract. So 
all they do is take it to the 
lawyers - heading to the 
Employment Relations 
Authority. 

Stay in the Union -dump 
the union officials, and elect fighting officials. 

Bosses abuse migrants 

Telecom’s use of sub contracting and battle against the 
Engineer’s Union (EU) in Auckland got to the point 
where Telecom (like many capitalists), used migrant 
workers to scab against the union. Why? Because the 
capitalist immigration laws leave migrants vulnerable to 
being thrown out of the country if they don’t have a 
job! For migrants to strike with the union or be locked 
out by the employer- then technically (by immigration 
law) they have no job so their work permit is void. 

Their job that they have to have to apply for 
permanent residency has gone! 

The capitalist immigration law must be defeated to 
protect migrant workers and defend working class jobs 
wages and conditions. Defend migrant workers against 
deportations. 

Tuhoe Urewera 

CWG support Maori occupation of and working on their 
traditional (stolen) lands. We don’t have illusions in 


Tuhoe being able to develop modern production on the 
lands of the Ureweras. However there are existing 
resources such as the power stations built under / 
downstream from Lake Waikaremoana. CWG supports 
Tuhoe control of the Urewera’s with Department of 
Conservation workers, Council roading workers and 
Genesis energy workers. 

No public money for private 
profits: against privatisation! 

This government is gifting public money to private 
capitalists. Privatisation costs us more: the PSA “last 
time the ACRP was privatised it cost the government 
more than what it did when it was publicly run. 

Between 2000 and 2005 
it cost the Australian 
company managing the 
remand prison $43,000 
per inmate to run it. 
During the same period 
Corrections’ operating 
costs per remand 
prisoner were 
$36,000.” 

Since capitalists 
continue to lock up a 
larger section of the 
working class, they 
have to build more 
prisons. We are 
against the capitalist 
legal system which lets the rich off, and locks the poor 
up. Most crime is property related and the criminal- 
justice system is the capitalist method to control the 
working class. Still they let white-collar fraudsters go 
free. They lock up political prisoners and refugees in 
these same prisons. 

While prisons are publicly run, the management remain 
state “neutral”. In the US, prison companies have 
become a lobby group that back longer sentences and 
donate a fraction of their profits to those political 
lobbies which will continue to support privatised 
prisons. It would not surprise me if overseas private 
prison companies were already meddling in NZ politics. 

Nat-Act government just announced that 1000-1500 
beds male prison at Wiri is to be designed, built and 
operated as a “Public Private Partnership” (PPP). They 
claim that the PPP could save 10 to 20 per cent in costs 
over the 25 to 35-year life of the proposed contract - 
more likely it will cost 20 to 40 per cent extra costs. 

The Maori party are as guilty of selling out workers. 
Their consent for Nat-Act’s programme of PPPs is easily 
bought with promises of Maori participation in 
management and Maori lead prisoner re-integration 
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programmes. The Maori managers will exploit working 
Maori who take on the real work. 

This Nat - Act government is giving out lollies to their 
mates the capitalist class with these public private 
partnerships. Private companies have to cream a profit 
for the capitalists. They build poorer quality and 
provide poorer quality services as their profit motive 
drive them to the bottom lines, rather than public 
services which hold an ethic of public good (in spite of 
government cost costing). 

There will be PPP’s for roading developments such as 
the Transmission Gully route into Wellington. Nat - Act 
are rewriting the Education Bill for PPP to be used on 


state schools. Of course Nat-Act are preparing super¬ 
sized Auckland for sale to private interests: water, 
roading, transport, and every other council is under the 
same pressure. 

End corporate welfare dependence: Stop the drain 
of public money to private capitalists. 

Defend public jobs -no contracting out. 

For a Worbers’Tamabi Mabaurau! 

For a Socialist Super City, in a socialist Aotearoa, in 
a Socialist Federation of the South Pacific! 


Auckland Supercity fight is Class War 



NACT government forcing workers to pay for 
their big profits 


The NACTs [National 
Party and ACT party 
- with Maori party in 
tow] are using the 
election for the 
Supercity Council as 
a test bed for their 
agenda to make the 
workers pay for 
their crisis in the 
2011 General 
Election. The new 
unified Supercity 
will have around 
half the population 
in NZ so it is the 
dynamo around 
which the whole 
country spins. The bosses want to win over Auckland as 
a step to winning over the whole country to their new 
right 'austerity' agenda. 


of austerity measures including cuts in employer 
contribution to Kiwisaver, introduction of legal 
temporary work, keeping the minimum wage and wages 

in general below 
the rate of 
inflation, tax cuts 
to the rich and 
GST (consumption 
tax) rises for the 
poor etc. 


Accompanying the 
tax cuts for the 
bosses is cuts in 
funding for the 
welfare state 
including caps on 
health and 
education 
spending. This will 
turn public health 
and public 

education into the private perks of the rich. This will 
mean a cut in living standards to most workers and a 
further widening of the income gap. 


This so-called 'austerity' means that workers suffer a 
cut in their living standards so that the bosses can 
improve theirs. It is a gigantic redistribution of income 
from poor to rich on top of the fact that workers 
ultimately create all of the nation's wealth. 

The global capitalist crisis has hit the profits of the 
business class hard, and the capitalists want workers to 
bail them out by working harder in worse conditions. 

Not only does their system fail as the big banks go bust 
but they prove that they also control the state in 
forcing the state bailouts to rescue big business. All of 
this puts the cost of the bosses' crisis on to the backs of 
workers for as long as they are prepared to put up with 
it. 

The NACT Government has already introduced a number 


Privatising social welfare 

The NACTs plan to go down to the next level such as 
cutting benefits and driving beneficiaries into shitty 
jobs to force down wages further. Invalids will be 
redefined as sick or preferably workshy and work tested 
to force them to take these shitty jobs. Solo parents 
will have to look for part-time work when their 
youngest child reaches the age of six years. 

The Minister of Social Development has said she wants 
to privatise welfare by making workers set up their own 
social insurance schemes. She says that work is good for 
beneficiaries health. Perhaps she has rediscovered that 
work makes you free . She has created a task force to 
cut welfare which includes rightwingnuts and private 
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contractors to welfare services. We can see where this 
is headed with the funding of Whanau Ora to farm out 
welfare services for Maori to private contractors, and 
the $5 million contracted to the Pacific Economic 
Development Agency run by National Party cronies. 



This will kill two birds with one stone, getting people to 
work for less pay and less benefits, and creating new 
profits for NACTs contract provider mates. Cuts in 
social welfare will mean workers facing poverty and 
misery and increased sickness as spending cuts in health 
services leading to early deaths and less of a drain on 
the bosses' profits. Health Boards are already closing 
important services like youth psychiatric care to 
balance their budgets, and those denied access to ACC 
couselling for sexual abuse are driven to suicide. 

All of this is 'austerity' to balance the budget is dressed 
up as the fight against welfare 'dependency' and dole 
bludging. The working class is being divided into a 
supposed 'undeserving underclass' that lives off the 
taxes of hard working 'deserving' kiwis. The bosses hope 
that if we fight among ourselves to scramble out of the 
junk heap we will not notice that they are real welfare 
dependents. 

Bosses the biggest bludgers 

If we look harder we don't see an 'underclass' living it 
up on its welfare 'entitlements', we see an 'overclass' 
living it up on its 'entitlement' to expenses and profits 
in blind trusts flowing from NACT policies. What is more 
all of business profits come from the labour of the 
working class in the first place. This fact never seems 
to enter into the bosses calculations because to admit 
it would be to identify themselves are the real bludgers 
on the nation. 


winemaking, mining, property development, and 
formerly Tranz Rail. He and his business mates run the 
NACTs in the interest of making more profits from 
public asset grabs and insider trading. Meanwhile the 
sideshow of Benie bashing is designed to force them 
into shitty work to lower labour costs and encourage 
profitable investment in 'new jobs' and 'economic 
growth' in the 'national interest' of the NACTs. 

In what 'national interest' you might ask? Well there's 
plenty of scope. Just ask the NACT PM and cabinet 
ministers who all seem to have blind trusts in potential 
pots of gold in them there Conservation estates, 
Canterbury water, agriculture and horticulture, not to 
mention property deals and ministerial expense rorts . 
For example, Key, Creech, Carter and the like all have 
interests in Canterbury dairying and are like a new 
squatter class grabbing water rights and polluting the 
drinking water of Canterbury workers, while PM Key 
fatuously brags about his JK brand of wine. 

Push to Privatise 


Like the NACTs abolition of the democratically elected 
Canterbury Regional Council to allow the thousands of 
dairy farmers to squat on scarce water rights, the new 
Auckland Supercity will open the way to grab its public 
resources and distribute them to the parasitic cabinet 
ministers and their mates in big business and property 
development. 


NACTs plans to privatise the remaining state assets in 
this country, starting with Auckland assets, all $28 
Billion of water, transport, port, Airport etc that 
remain in public hands. While the NACTs claim to be 
putting off privatisation until a second term after the 
2011 election, they are already signing up private 



corporations to run Auckland water for 35 years and 
talking of private sharholding in Kiwi Bank and SEOs like 
Energy. 


This is what this charade about the underclass is all 
about. It tries to hide the fact that the corporate 
welfare cheats are laughing all the way to the bank 
with their millions. John Key the NZ Prime Minister is a 
classic case. A multimillionaire from illgained earnings 
from currency speculation. An investor in dairying, 


They say this will allow the 'mums and dads' to invest in 
public assets and so put demands on the management 
to be more efficient and so make more profits in order 
to pay good dividends. The same thinking underlies the 
deal on the Foreshore and Seabed that will allow Iwi 
Corporations to launch business ventures in the name of 
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'customary ownership'. The NACTS say this has just got 
to be good for NZ. Well, yes, NZ Inc owned and 
controlled by big business. 

But in reality opening up shares in SEOs or contracting 
out provision of state funded services is just the Trojan 
horse approach to a wholesale sell-off of public assets 
to international bankers and pension funds or 
Multinational providers who already own and control 
most of the former public assets. 

Unlike Rogernomics of the 1980s and 1990s however, 
when the working class was caught out by a Labour 
Government rushing through a massive privatisation 
agenda, this time round workers are less gullible. The 
NACTs arrogance in openly ripping off these assets has 
already drawn big protests over the theft of Auckland, 
mining and water rights. 


popular discontent over assets and the huge resentment 
that the NACTs are taking over Auckland in an anti¬ 
democratic coup. 

Unfortunately Brown's weakness is a reflection of the 
compromised Labour Party that got defeated at the last 
election because it had forgotten its South and West 
Auckland working class heartland. They didnt vote for 
Key, they stayed home. 

Working class campaign to win the Supercity 

Brown will not win the Supercity unless the working 
class fighters in the Labour ranks, in particular the 
unions, take over the campaign and rally these working 
class stalwarts behind a fighting campaign for 
democracy and public ownership and control of 
Auckland assets. 


Its easy to see how 
the NACTs are 
lining up to grab 
Auckland. John 
Banks heads a list 
of rightwing NACT 
candidates for the 
new Council. The left 
fight. 



is as yet not putting up a serious 


Len Brown has come out in opposition to the sale of 
public assets but only because there has been no 
referendum on the sales. But even this poses a threat 
to a NACT victory, so the dirty tricks brigade is in full 
swing to destroy Len Brown. That is not helped by Len 
Brown's naivety and his weak campaign organisers. 

Brown's campaign is weak. The polls since the 1980s 
have shown that the majority of NZers, most of whom 
work for a living, do not want further asset sales . In 
fact they opposed the earlier sales and would probably 
favour re-nationalisation. The polls also show that a 
majority are angry at the theft of Auckland. 

Brown needs to have the courage to stand on this 


The working class majority in Auckland need to rally 
around a strong left campaign to defeat the NACTs and 
the profiteers and banksters who run this government. 


They need a working 
class agenda. Not only 
opposition to all 
public asset sales, but 
the return of all 
privatised assets to 
public ownership. The 
private multinational 
hucksters like Infra til, 
Veolia, etc etc need 
to be thrown out, and 
transport, energy, 
roading, water, etc all 
put under a new 
Regional Council to 
which the Community 
Committees elect 
their representatives. 


These local 
representatives would 
would be elected to act on strict mandates from their 
voters and be thrown out if they vote against their 
mandates, so that the working class majority in 
Auckland would control the running of the city. 


A victory for the working class in Auckland would 
provide a big boost to democracy and a platform 
for a strong campaign behind a revived Labour 
Party that openly stands for the interests of the 
working class. 


Failing a victory in Auckland, the task of 
defeating the NACTs will be that much more 
difficult, but at least a layer of political fighters 
will be already mobilised to take on the NACTs 
and their ruling class backers. 


Working people must mobilise 


Working people have to put up a huge fight to 
stop NACT from 
winning the 
Supercity and 
easing their way 
to a 2011 
election victory. 

But to do this we 
have to know 
what is at stake 
and why a class 
war is the only 
solution. 
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Foxconn: Capitalism in a nutshell 


China today represents all the contradictions of 
capitalism coming to head. A former deformed workers 
state whose economy was stagnating, the ruling 
Communist Party reintroduced capitalism and opened 
up to foreign investment. 

Such was the resulting 
explosive growth China is 
now the centre of global 
growth and emerging as a 
major imperialist power. 

The major driver of 
economic growth was the 
CCP plan to create the 
conditions for China to 
enter a rapid growth path 
by combining massive 
foreign investment for 
export with cheap 
Chinese labor and state 
infrastructure. While 
foreign investment gained big profits it also made it 
possible for the new Chinese capitalist class to quickly 
copy or acquire the latest technology. Among the 
industries that took root in China was the high-tech IT 
industry among them Foxconn. 

Here we have the biggest mass manufacturer of 
cellphones, ipods and ipads in the world. It tells us 
most of what we need to know about capitalism. At one 
end are the MNCs that design and contract out the 
production of new media hardware such as Apple and 
HP. Their profit margins are 27% and 9.6% respectively. 
http: //www. bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601109 

&sid=abLaG8wEdSqo&pos=14 

At the other end are young Chinese workers many 
teenagers who normally work 12 (but sometimes 16, 24 
or even 34 hour shifts 

http://tech.fortune.cnn.com/2010/06/Q4/foxconns- 

llth-death-bv- 

exhaustion/?section=magazines fortune&utm source=fe 

edburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+rss 

/magazines_fortune+%28Fortune+Magazine%29 

They are paid much less than the lowest paid unskilled 
worker in the US or Europe - US$132 per month 
according to Bloomberg. The workers are no more than 
cogs in a massive machine and do dehumanised, 
repetitive work with 10 minute breaks every 2 hours. 10 
have committed suicide this year already many more 
have died from overwork or suspicious circumstances in 
the last few years. When the scandal of the suicides 
first came to public attention months ago they were 
ignored and brushed aside. Now the full scale horror of 
a spate of suicides has attracted the attention of Steve 
Jobs CEO of Apple who expressed his concern by stating 
that Foxconn was no “sweatshop”. Well, a Chinese 


reporter went undercover to work at Foxconn and is 
now blogging and Twittering to tell us the real truth. 
http://twitter.com/lworkatFoxconn 

This tells us all we need to 
know about Capitalism 
today. In order to make a 
profit in selling media 
hardware devices, the MNCs 
like Apple, Sony and HP try 
to get the biggest profit 
margin they can. This means 
using cheap, skilled and 
pliable labor, working long 
hours for low pay. China is 
ideal because it has a huge 
surplus of cheap labour 
migrating from rural areas to 
these sweatshops. This 
brings down the cost of the 
finished iphone or ipad and 

increases sales. 

But the cost to the workers is a “meaningless” life as 
one Foxconn worker puts it. Life is not only meaningless 
because of mindless, repetitive work, actually ‘sweated 
labor’, workers have their labor expropriated by Apple 
or HP in the value of the hardware devices as the 
profits of capital, so that the workers end up worth no 
more than the value of their miserable wage. Their 
value in society is reduced to the value of their labour 
power (they don’t see the surplus value that becomes 
their bosses profits) set by the market. 

Marx called this exploitative social relation of 
production between labour and capital one of alienated 
labour. Capital exists only by ‘alienating’ (i.e. 
expropriating the labor of the working class. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marx%27s_theory_of_alie 

nation 

The worker is alienated from his or her labour, is 
isolated as a cog in the division of labour and alienated 
from other workers and society in general. Finally the 
worker is alienated from himself or herself as socially 
“worthless”. When the worker ends up in this alienated 
condition, life becomes “meaningless” and one way 
these young workers seek to escape this hellish 
existence is suicide. 

Marxists have only one message for Steve Jobs and his 
class. An Apple a day costs a life today. In order for us 
to live your profit system has to die. We say to all 
exploited and oppressed workers: kill capitalism, not 
yourself. Organise, strike, occupy and socialise 
capitalist property so that it becomes collective 
property and used to produce for need and not profit! 
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Obama’s "Health Care Reform”: 

Neither Health Care Nor Reform 


>4s many left organizations have already stated, [1J Obama's so-called “health care reform" bill 
is totally unsupportable. Sources as mainstream as PBS’s Frontline series[2 1 have confirmed 
that Congress passed the bill only after the health insurance industry spent huge amounts of 
money making absolutely sure that nothing in it would threaten the industry's obscene profits. 
The legislation does nothing to guarantee affordable access to actual health care services, or 
to change the US's costly, inefficient health care delivery “system." Instead, its principal 
effect will be to redirect hundreds of billions of dollars away from individual workers and into 
the already bulging pockets of private, for-profit health insurance companies. 


We will not repeat here all of the details about the 
bill’s shortcomings that have already been discussed 
elsewhere. [31 What we want to do is hit the highlights, 
and then make a few additional points that, in our 
view, have not been adequately emphasized by other 
commentators on this issue. 

The bill requires people to purchase health insurance, 
but does not require employers to provide it. Moreover, 
the bill does nothing to guarantee that the insurance 
policies which people 
are able to buy will be 
affordable, or that 
copays and 
deductibles will be 
low enough to enable 
people to get access 
to health care if they 
need it. The highly 
touted subsidies for 
low-income people 
(which are, in effect, 
subsidies for the 
health insurance 
industry) will be 
available only to the 
lowest-income layer 
of the working poor; everyone else who does not have 
access to an employer-subsidized group policy will face 
a choice between buying expensive individual health 
insurance or paying a penalty. £41 

Even for the people who do receive subsidies, there is 
no mechanism to ensure that after paying their share of 
the cost of health insurance, they will have enough 
money left to pay for deductibles and copays - which 
the legislation allows insurers to set at whatever level 
they wish. The requirement that people with pre¬ 
existing conditions be allowed to buy health insurance 
does not ensure that the insurance companies will not 
cancel such people’s policies, or raise their premiums 
sky-high, if they start to need expensive care. 

One of the bill’s provisions is particularly ironic. It 
requires insurance companies to allow existing 



policyholders to purchase coverage for their children 
until age 26, an additional three years over the 
previous cutoff. The only reason this was even an issue 
in the first place is that between the skyrocketing cost 
of higher education and the high rate of unemployment 
among youth, more and more young people are being 
forced to remain economically dependent on their 
parents after they complete their education. Many 
recent high school and college graduates cannot find a 
decent job (or any job at all), and those who do find 

work are often so 
heavily burdened with 
educational debt that 
they cannot cover all of 
their living expenses. 
This aspect of the bill 
may be helpful to some 
families - particularly 
relatively privileged 
workers whose 
employers subsidize 
their family’s health 
insurance - but they 
would not need that 
help if it were not for 
the decline of the US 
economy and the 
attacks on public education and workers’ standard of 
living. Meanwhile, those whose employers do not 
provide health insurance subsidies for dependents, and 
those who do not have health insurance at all, will not 
be able to take advantage of this provision, even 
though their young adult children are even more likely 
to be without health care coverage. 

Now for the broader perspective. First, by cementing 
the private, for-profit health insurance industry firmly 
into the system, and giving it billions of additional 
dollars to spend on “campaign contributions” (bribes) 
and “political advertising” (propaganda), the legislation 
makes it even less likely that any meaningful change in 
the private, for-profit nature of the US health care 
system will be possible in the foreseeable future. Thus, 
this bill cannot be supported as a first step in the 
right direction. On the contrary, it virtually guarantees 
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that the health care system in the US will remain one of 
the most backward in any highly developed country. T51 

Second, given that this bill’s principal beneficiary is the 
health insurance industry and the other big players in 
the for-profit health care industry (i.e., hospitals and 
drug and medical equipment manufacturers), it is 
important to understand why the Republicans in 
Congress - who normally (like the Democrats) side with 
big business and the profit system at every opportunity 
- nevertheless opposed this bill. Marxists and even 
“progressives” should have no illusions that the 
Republicans’ opposition must mean that the bill does 
something right. Rather, the Republican opposition to 
the bill was a pure act of political gamesmanship. As 
the Republicans anticipated, the bill has infuriated and 
energized the extreme right-wing “Tea Party” political 
milieu, particularly because of its mandate that 
everyone purchase health insurance whether or not 
they need or want it. The Republican opposition to the 
bill had less to do with the legislation’s actual content 
than it did with Republican hopes that when the “Tea 
Party” types go to the polls in 2010 and 2012, they will 
reward the Republican Party by voting it back into 
office. 

Finally - and here is the only silver lining in the cloud - 
there is a lesson to be drawn from this experience. The 
workers and their “progressive” petty bourgeois allies 
who wanted real health care reform are furious that 
Obama could not get Congress to pass even minimal 
reform proposals as the “public option,” and that he 
was willing to sell out women’s reproductive rights and 
the rights of immigrants in order to achieve a purely 
political victory that does nothing to help the people 
who voted for him. This gives the Marxist left an 
opportunity to expose the Democrats, to urge workers 
to break with them and form an independent fighting 
workers’/labor party. Ultimately, the health care 
reform debacle pounds more nails into the coffin of 
workers’ illusions in Obama and the Democratic Party, 
removing another roadblock to understanding that 
nothing short of a complete overthrow of the profit 
system is capable of achieving progressive goals such as 
universal, meaningful access to health care. 

In short, the big bourgeoisie just laid down the law. No 
health care for the masses. So long as the rule of the 
capitalists continues, working people will not get 
adequate quality health care for all. Health care will 
not be won in the halls of Congress; it will be won only 
in hard-fought battles at the point of production. This 
will require mass strikes, coordinated across industries. 
Instead, our union “leaders” are busy negotiating away 
our health benefits and those of the new hires, thereby 
breaking worker solidarity between the young and the 
old. 

True, the system is strangling on its own incompetence, 
but it needs a little kick over the edge. That kick can 
only come in the form of the self-organized working 


class creating new organs of democracy and action - at 
every job site, in every office, factory, school, and 
college, and in the community. Workers at the point of 
production organized can stop capitalism in its tracks, 
reorganize the economy and provide quality health care 
for all. We need strikes for health care. They may start 
as economic strikes demanding better working 
conditions for nurses or decent benefit packages for 
industrial and service workers, but they will only win 
when they become both generalized and political, 
embracing demands such as: 

• Free, high quality, lifetime health care 
for all, including all immigrants regardless 
of status! 

• Free abortion and birth control on 
demand for women of all ages! 

• Health care is a human right, not a profit 
center! Abolish the health insurance 
industry! 

• Nationalize the health care delivery 
system under workers' control! 

• Break from the Democrats and build a 
fighting workers' party! 

[1] For example:Socialist Organizer, March 29, 2010: 
http://www2.socialistorganizer.org/index. php?option=c 

om_content&task=view&id=377&ltemid=129 

Socialist Worker, March 29, 2010: 
socialistworker.org/2010/Q3/29/cure-doesnt-treat-the- 

disease 

Spark, Oct. 21, 2009: http://the- 
spark.net/csart641 .html 

Workers Vanguard, Sept. 25, 2009: http://www.icl- 
fi.org/english/wv/943/healthcare.html 

[2] “Obama’s Deal,” aired April 13, 2010: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/obamasdea 

1 / 

[3] For example: Mick Arran, Open Salon, April 6, 2010: 
The Future of Health Insurance After Reform 

Rose Ann DeMoro, Huffington Post, March 23, 2010: 

Diary of a Wimpy Health Care Bill 

Physicians for a National Health Program, March 22, 

2010: Health Bill Leaves 23 Million Uninsured 

[4] Associated Press (via CBS News), April 22, 2010: 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2010/04/22/politics 

/main6422023.shtml 

[5] In 2000, the World Health Organization ranked the 
United States health care system as number 37 in 
overall health system performance: WHO report 
http://www.who.int/whr/2000/en/whr00 annex en.p 

df 

Summary of rankings from Geographic.org: 
http://www.photius.com/rankings/healthranks.html 

Highly entertaining musical comment: 

http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=yVgOl3cETb4 


Reprinted from Humanist Workers for 
Revolutionary Socialism website 


10 





















Class Struggle 89 


May-June 2011 


http://www.humanistsforrevo[utionarysodaMsm. org/Current Artides/Health_Care _Reform.htm 

China in Africa — The Real Story? 


There is a lot of confusion about the role of China in Africa. Everyone can see that China is 
making giant leaps in Africa. But why? Is China the latest fashion in colonisation or some fairy 
godmother giving back more than it takes from Africa? 


Deborah Brautigam’s book The Dragon's Gift: the Real 
Story of China in Africa helps us find the answers. 

China’s role in Africa during its period as a so-called 
‘communist’ country was to collaborate 
with national liberations struggles and 
form SOEs with the new leaderships. But 
with the return to capitalism in China 
since the mid-80s it’s interest has shifted 
towards commercial investments. Today 
China’s role in Africa is that of a rising 
capitalist world power. 

Without saying so in as may words, 

Brautigam describes China as a newly 
emerging imperialist power that is 
deliberately following the same model of 
capitalist development that succeeded in 
China itself. It recognises that African 
economies have to develop and the best way to do this 
is to invest in infrastructure to increase productivity 
and skills so that it in the long run China will profit 
from its ‘cooperation’ in Africa’s development. 
Brautigam expands on this theme in her blog . 

On the surface, notwithstanding China’s arm trade and 
deals with regimes like Zimbabwe, Sudan and Guinea, 
this looks very different from the classic imperialist 
methods of ripping out raw materials and leaving Africa 
underdeveloped and mired in poverty. 

For example many on the left are convinced that 
China's investment in massive infrastructure projects in 
schools, hospitals, railways etc means it is not copying 
the old colonial super-exploitation of imperialism. 
Surely China is aiding the development of Africa so 
must be doing something progressive? 

Brautigam addresses this question. She points out two 
things that show China doing this for profit. First, 
building infrastructure is linked to developing physical 
access to resources and also getting payment in 
resources in countries already facing big debts. Second, 
much of the construction work goes to Chinese firms: 
...in Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
Equatorial Guinea, China Eximbank has provided very 
large, very competitive, but still commercial-rate loans 
to finance infrastructure, with payment guaranteed in 
oil (or other resources). Doesn’t this show that it really 
is about oil (you can substitute copper, iron ore, 
timber, etc)? 


Resources matter, but China's "mutual benefit" 
approach is about generating business. African 
resources are definitely part of this. But there is much 
more. Exports, for example: the Chinese exported more 
than $50 billion worth of equipment, consumer goods, 
and machinery to Africa in 2008. China's 
single largest Africa investment to date 
has been Industrial and Commercial Bank 
of China's purchase of 20% of South 
Africa's Standard Bank for $5.6 B. 
Contracts for infrastructure are hugely 
important. In 2007 alone, Chinese 
construction companies earned revenues 
of $12.6 billion and signed contracts for 
more than $29 billion in Africa. China's 
telecom firm Huawei, constructing phone 
systems across Africa, earned more 
revenues than any other Chinese 
engineering company world-wide in 2007. 
As a Nigerian diplomat told me in Beijing: 
"The Chinese are trying to get involved in every sector 
of our economy. If you look at the West, it's oil, oil, and 
nothing else." (The Dragon's Gift, 279). 

So while China's methods are different to the crude 
resource extraction we associate with colonisation, 
closer analysis reveals that it is merely applying the 
lesson that it learned at home as a late entrant into the 
imperialist stakes. The new Chinese bourgeoisie found 
that it was possible to use a powerful state apparatus 
inherited from the bureaucratic ‘communist’ state to 
outmanoeuvre its old imperialist enemies and become 
the rising world power. 

Applying this lesson in Africa, China is making sure that 
it can create the conditions for African development 
from which its new imperialist ruling class will hugely 
profit and so steal another march on its imperialist 
rivals. Of course this is not confined to Africa. Bolivia's 
dream of capitalist development is being bankrolled by 
China. 

Those on the 'left' who think that China is some kind of 
progressive capitalist power, if not a socialist system 
actively aiding the 'third-world', are blind to China's 
real interests of advancing its own imperialist sphere of 
interest at the expense of its more established rivals. 
They are creating illusions in the ability of capitalism to 
find a way out of its crisis through a Chinese model of 
'market-socialism' rather than a full scale socialist 
revolution. 


THE 

DRAGON’S 
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What We Fight For 


Overthrow Capitalism 

Historically, capitalism expanded world-wide to 
free much of humanity from the bonds of feudal or 
tribal society, and developed the economy, society 
and culture to a new higher level. But it could only 
do this by exploiting the labour of the productive 
classes to make its profits. To survive, capitalism 
became increasingly destructive of "nature" and 
humanity. In the early 20th century it entered the 
epoch of imperialism in which successive crises 
unleashed wars, revolutions and counter¬ 
revolutions. Today we fight to end capitalism’s 
wars, famine, oppression and injustice, by 
mobilising workers to overthrow their own ruling 
classes and bring to an end the rotten, exploitative 
and oppressive society that has exceeded its use-by 
date. 

Fight for Socialism 

By the 20th century, capitalism had created the 
pre-conditions for socialism -a world-wide working 
class and modern industry capable of meeting all 
our basic needs. The potential to eliminate 
poverty, starvation, disease and war has long 
existed. The October Revolution proved this to be 
true, bringing peace, bread and land to millions. 
But it became the victim of the combined assault 
of imperialism and Stalinism. After 1924 the USSR, 
along with its deformed offspring in Europe, 
degenerated back towards capitalism. In the 
absence of a workers political revolution, 
capitalism was restored between 1990 and 1992. 
Vietnam and China then followed. In the 21sst 
century only Cuba and North Korea survive as 
degenerate workers states. We unconditionally 
defend these states against capitalism and fight for 
political revolution to overthrow the bureaucracy 
as part of world socialism. 

Defend Marxism 

While the economic conditions for socialism exist 
today, standing between the working class and 
socialism are political, social and cultural barriers. 
They are the capitalist state and bourgeois 
ideology and its agents. These agents claim that 
Marxism is dead and capitalism need not be 
exploitative. We say that Marxism is a living 
science that explains both capitalism’s continued 
exploitation and its attempts to hide class 
exploitation behind the appearance of individual 
"freedom" and "equality". It reveals how and why 
the reformist, Stalinist and centrist misleaders of 
the working class tie workers to bourgeois ideas of 


nationalism, racism, sexism and equality. Such 
false beliefs will be exploded when the struggle 
against the inequality, injustice, anarchy and 
barbarism of capitalism in crisis, led by a 
revolutionary Marxist party, produces a 
revolutionary class-consciousness. 

For a Revolutionary Party 

The bourgeois and its agents condemn the Marxist 
party as totalitarian. We say that without a 
democratic and a centrally organised party there 
can be no revolution. We base our beliefs on the 
revolutionary tradition of Bolshevism and 
Trotskyism. Such a party, armed with a transitional 
program, forms a bridge that joins the daily fight 
to defend all the past and present gains won from 
capitalism, to the victorious socialist revolution. 
Defensive struggles for bourgeois rights and 
freedoms, for decent wages and conditions, will 
link up the struggles of workers of all nationalities, 
genders, ethnicities and sexual orientations, 
bringing about movements for workers control, 
political strikes and the arming of the working 
class, as necessary steps to workers' power and the 
smashing of the bourgeois state. Along the way, 
workers will learn that each new step is one of 
many in a long march to revolutionise every barrier 
put in the path to the victorious revolution. 

Fight for Communism 

Communism stands for the creation of a classless, 
stateless society beyond socialism that is capable 
of meeting all human needs. Against the ruling 
class lies that capitalism can be made "fair" for all; 
that nature can be "conserved"; that socialism and 
communism are "dead"; we raise the red flag of 
communism to keep alive the revolutionary 
tradition of the' Communist Manifesto of 1848, the 
Bolshevik-led October Revolution; the Third 
Communist International until 1924, the 
revolutionary Fourth International up to 1940 
before its collapse into centrism. We fight to build 
a new, Fifth, Communist International, as a world 
party of socialism capable of leading workers to a 
victorious struggle for socialism. 

Class Struggle is the bi-Monthly paper of the 
Communist Workers’ Group of New 
Zealand/Aotearoa, in a Liaison Committee with 
Humanist Workers for Revolutionary Socialism. 
PO Box 60620, Auckland, NZ. 

Email cwg006@yahoo.com 

http://redrave.blogspot.com 

http://communistworker.blogspot.com 
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